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The Friendship between ISHII Yugi and MAKINO Tomitaro

TANAKA Junko

Abstract
In March last year, the Museum of the Memorial Garden for Makino Tomitaro
(Tokyo, Japan) held an exhibition for displaying 63 drawings of Tsubaki and
Sazanqua, which are traditional Japanese flowers. The drawings were done by an
artist Yamada Toshio (1882-1941) when Ishii Yugi (1892-1953) was planning to
publish a booklet of the plant drawings in 1930 s. Ishii was a horticulturist as well
as an editor of horticultural magazines at that time and he might be introduced to
Yamada by Makino Tomitaro (1862-1957). Makino was a well-known botanist
and a botanical illustrator and his achievement in botanical science has become a
backbone of plant taxonomy in Japan. Besides their backgrounds, the Yamada' s
drawings are supposed to be related to a deep friendship between Ishii and Makino.
In this article, the background of their friendship is described, together with some

episodes related to the plant drawings.
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