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Abstract
Following 4 previous papers on horticulture related low castes, namely Pasi (wine
maker), Koiri (vegetable grower), Mali (flower grower), and Teli (oil squeezer),
this paper focuses on Bhuiyan, more severely depressed people mainly living in
the southern Bihar. This paper not only describes realities of their hard lives, but
also finds their important and indispensable roles for agriculture and soil related
rituals in villages. Finally this paper urges that, despite of majority’s claim that
Bhuiyan and Musahar are identical as one caste, they were different. It is assumed
that they were very close, if not identical, living in forest in the ancient India, but
the former came out of the forest when Aryan had arrived here, and accepted the

present position, while the later did not.
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