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The Preservation of Fresco Paintings during the
Florentine Church Renovations in the Time of
Giorgio Vasari: Implications for Art Historiography

Takuma Ito

The interior spaces of many conventual churches in Florence were renovated during a
period starting in the 1560’s. The most representative and well-known of these reno-
vations were those carried out by Giorgio Vasari at Santa Maria Novella and Santa
Croce. A principle aim guiding this undertaking was to provide a unified and coherent
appearance in the interior of the churches, which involved the removal of a large part
of existing decoration that had come to be considered out of fashion and disorderly.
Nevertheless, despite the extensive amount of renovation, some of the fresco paint-
ings from the fifteenth century were preserved, albeit with technical difficulties. Some
were even incorporated into the post-renovation displays in these churches. This essay
discusses various factors which led to the preservation of these frescoes, and high-
lights the importance of an emerging historiography of art during this period, as rep-
resented by Vasari’s own Lives. Masaccio’s Trinity, Ghirlandaio’s St. Jerome, Botti-
celli’s St. Augustine and the Annunciation attributed to Pietro di Miniato are analyzed

in detail.
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