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Abstrast

This is the second year study report to propose a way of preserving the
production techniques of Mekai baskets, a major income-generating activity
among small-scale farmers in the Tama Area since the Edo Era.

The major identified outputs in this study are: 1) Tama’s Mekai baskets
production was a typical one among Japan’s tiny bamboo baskets production
cases in view of its consumption area of Tokyo, netting technique and production
varieties, 2) a combination of the sustainable management of Shinodake (or

- 46 -



Azumanezasa, Pleioblastus chino (Franch. et Savat.) Makino)) grown at the
secondary forest called satoyama on the Tama hills and Mekai baskets production
could be a way to pass down its production techniques to coming generations,
and 3) photo and video recording of blacksmith work process to produce Mekai
knives, sore tool to produce Makai baskets in the Tama Area.
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