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Current Status and Issues of Learning Environment
Surrounding Visually Impaired Learners of
Japanese Language : Based on a Survey of Teachers
Giving Lessons
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Abstract
This study includes a survey of locations of visually impaired learners of Japanese
language, and a survey about the realities of education, as well as the anxieties and
difficulties faced by teachers. The former survey was conducted on 20 overseas offic-
es of the Japan Foundation, a public institution that has long been dispatching teach-
ers, and Japanese teachers registered on a web portal for volunteers dispatched by
Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers, JICA. The survey results indicated the loca-
tions of visually impaired learners, mainly in North America and Southeast Asia. The
latter survey revealed that the teachers were anxious about not being able to practical-
ly visualize the class beforehand, even though information and support for the educa-
tion of visually impaired learners were available to them. Based on the results, this
article suggests building a network to share examples of teaching practices with other

teachers.
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