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How news statements generate, consolidate and

9

reinforce people’s behavior to “avoid infection’
—the leprosy quarantine policy in Japan
between 1907 and 1945.
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Hansen’s disease patients in Japan have a long history of being subjected to discrimi-
nation. The Meiji government created facilities for lepers who were then expelled to
these facilities. This leprosy housing policy was extended to also include patients with
their own homes. Once diagnosed with leprosy, the individual was separated from
his/her family with force and placed in permanent quarantine .

The leprosy quarantine policy was a serious compromise of the patients” human rights
of the patients, and a ruling was issued by the Kumamoto local court to the govern-
ment to compensate these patients in 2001.

Leprosy quarantine was only one part of a larger health policty mistake. The other part
was that society at large favored such isolation policies.

How did Hansen’s disease become an illness to be avoided to this extent ? In this
report, Asahi Shimbun and Yomiuri Shimbun news articles during the period from

1907 when the first leprosy prevention law was passed, until 1945 the end of World
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War II, will be analyzed with a focus on how news statements generated, consolidat-

ed and reinforced people’s behavior to “avoid infection”.
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