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A Potentialof Horticultural Tourism in Japan, a Draft Proposal.
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Summary

This article proposes horticultural tourism, a new addition to cultural tourism
and perhaps a variation of ecotourism. The horticultural tourism intends
mainly to attract overseas visitors to Japan by highlighting locally available
resources including Japanese traditional and stylish horticulture ie cultivars
of cherry(Prunus), Paeonia, Dianthus, Iris, Hydrangea, orchids (Cymbidium,
Calanthe, Dendrobium, Vanda/Neofinetia etc), morning glory(/lpomoea),
Chrysanthemum, Camellia, Acer and so forth. Events and exhibitions in cities and
towns should be enlisted in calendar. Native spot of some plant species in the wild
circumstances ie Lilium, Hosta, Hepatica, Adonis, Erythronium etc, townscape
of downtown pot gardening and seasonal landscape of man-made Satoyama of
rural Japan will make attractive tourist destination. Potentially local resources are
abundant as such, however, these should be regionally and/or locally integrated in
calendar. In addition to listing up potential resources to set up information strategy,
interpreter training is another key interest of this article. This article has shown
some theoretical aspects but many are left for practices and discussions in the
future. Setting up of a promoting organisation is another issue for which this article
does not argue. Official funding in due course to local governments and NPOs is
desirable in order to inaugurate model projects at local level.
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