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“ The Common People and Social Sciences” written
by Mitsuo Terada
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Abstract

This small review article is a part of my primary research to scrutinize the roles and
responsibilities of civil society organizations, particularly so-called ‘non-governmen-
tal organizations’ working in the field of international cooperation for developing
countries. The research will center around critiques of two important discourses; the
historical development of the concept of 'voluntar(y)ism' in Japan that should consti-
tute the core of today’s associations based very much upon personal aspiration and
experiences of common people, and the organizational development of NGOs that are
expected to work for solving social problems and thus to improve their technical ex-
pertise for delivering effective and efficient services. These two discourses are inter-
twined both at theoretical and practical levels over the interpretation of what and how
society should change. In fact, some well-known social scientists, namely Masao
Maruyama, Yoshihiko Uchida, and Yoshio Yasumaru, have struggled to create ‘new
disciplines’ for common people so that the disciplines would be useful for them to
solve social problems in their everyday lives. Terada, in his book “The Common Peo-

ple and Social Sciences, ” thoroughly examines such efforts of the precursors, includ-
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ing the above-mentioned scholars and some other influential figures outside of aca-
demia such as JVC.
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