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The Book of Judith and Wuthering Heights:
Man-Killer Heroines

Mariko Enomoto

Abstract
In The Book of Judith, Judith murders Holofernes by using her sexual charms. To the
Jewish people, she is a pious warrior, who saved her homeland; however, to her ene-
mies and the anti-Judiths (anti-Semites), she is an awful witch or femme fatale. With
Salome, Judith has long haunted the western imagination. Catherine, in Wuthering
Heights is also a witch-like figure with Nelly as her shadow, and she haunts Heathcliff
and Edgar after her death. Further, The Book of Judith and Wuthering Heights have
another thing in common: a nesting structure, which, according to Efthimiadis-Keith,
can be interpreted as a demand that Jewish society of that time should mature by ac-
cepting a heroine with a complex anima image full of contradictions. This paper

points out that this interpretation could also be applied to Wuthering Heights.

Keywords: The Book of Judith, Wuthering Heights, Nesting Structure, Individuation
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