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Kugai Jodo (Paradise in the Sea of Sorrow)

as Universal Literature -
A Comparison with To the Lighthouse

Mariko Enomoto

Abstract

Michiko Ishimure’s Kugai Jodo is often regarded solely as a documentary of Mina-
mata Disease and its trials. The worth of the novel however goes far beyond this
characterization. As Kyouji Watanabe correctly points out, it is quite appropriate to
call Ishimure’s novel a piece of universal literature. According to Natsuki Ikeza-
wa, universal literature is that which helps readers understand essential features of
the world and human beings. For this reason, Ikezawa included Ishimure’s work as
the only novel from Japanese literature in his collection of the world literature.

However, in Japan, her novel has been criticized as “mere reportage,” since her
writing style is outside the orthodoxy of modern intellectual Japanese literature.

Nonetheless, her effort to represent the reality of the inner world of “primitive peo-
ple” in modern Japan, allows her work to come close to the greatness of James

Joyce, Gabriel Garcia Marquez, and in particular, Virginia Woolf.
Keywords : Universal Literature, Paradise in the Sea of Sorrow, Criticism of Mod-

ern World, 7o the Lighthouse.
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Cam, too, remembers her mother speaking a rhythmical and nonsensical nurs-
ery language of mountains and gardens to send her to sleep, a language which has
become a foreign tongue in the adult world but which can be recapitulated in
dream or solitude. The novel’s task is to make its new language re-embody —

through rhythm, images and shapes — that first, vanished language. (xxxviii.)
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wing in the ait” (24) & W) WD L, FLT NV TERDDERED I
W EDHEL 12DV THIR Lily Briscoe D% @ L TKRD L HIZRKHL
T\5%, “She would not have considered it honest to tamper with the bright violet
and the staring white, since she saw them like that, fashionable though it was, since
Mr. Paunceforte’s visit, to see everything pale, elegant, semi-transparent” (23)
o TNAREICEKBT AL EDHEL 1225w TIid But this is what I see; this
iswhatIsee’ (24) &ik<XTw2,

HA L&A AHIZOWTIE

‘It was as if the water floated off and set sailing thoughts which had grown stag-
nant on dry land, and gave to their bodies even some sort of physical relief.
First, the pulse of colour flooded the bay with blue, and the heart expanded with
it and the body swam, only the next instant to be checked and chilled by the
prickly blackness on the ruffled waves...

... both of them looked at the dunes far away, and instead of merriment felt
come over them some sadness — because the thing was completed partly, and
partly because distant views seem to outlast by a million years (Lily thought) the

gazer and to be communing already with a sky which beholds an earth entirely at
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rest.” (24-25)
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