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The Media that Produced “AKUTAGAWA”
: the Strategy of the Osaka Mainichi Newspapers

Mioko Shinozaki

Abstract
The image of “Akutagawa” as an exponent of “the cause of art for art’s sake” is
not an inherent attribute of the writer. Akutagawa was closely related to The Osaka
Mainichi Newspaper as an associate and also as an employee from the end of 1917
until 1924, During that period, what was expected of serial novels for the newspa-
per shifted from something (between historical legends and traditional Japanese
storytelling) to that (between pure literature and traditional Japanese storytelling) .
Akutagawa first appeared in the paper as a writer of the former. Subsequently, how-
ever, Kan Kikuchi came to occupy the role of the writer of the latter with his Shin-
ju-Fujin (Pearl Lady). Akutagawa’s manifestation as an exponent of “the cause of
art for art’s sake” may have been the sole option left for him in the above-described

circumstances.

Keywords : Ryunosuke Akutagawa, Kan Kikuchi, Ogai Mori, The Osaka Mainichi
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