SALDBR BRI & AL 22 [
— 7 FETIIBY B E iR KR D L1 —
RN B

Politics of Culture and Social Space
: A Case of Latvian Official Language and Culture

Aya Sadamatsu

Abstract
Language selection is one of the political issues of the post-communist states after
the demise of the Soviet Union. And practice of cultural selection makes new
boundary and reconstructs social space. Latvians have resoundingly rejected the op-
tion of making Russian the country’s second official language, results from a refer-
endum indicate in 18th February 2012. With more than 90% of votes counted, 75%
of votes cast were against the proposal. From our field works, this result shows that
to achieve political independence from both the European Union and Russia, choices
become very limited for selecting one’s national culture. Principally it is important
to protect a minority language. Though they lack strong endorsement for the Russian
spoken language, Latvians have not completely spurned the economic relations with
Russia because without their market, Latvian cannot expect to gain economic inde-

pendence.
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N 168,266 905,515 703,243 694,917 684,657 677,027 668,887 660,684 652,826 645,435 636,805 628,535 620,017 610,297
% 8.8 34 29.6 29.4 29.2 29 28.8 28.6 28.5 28.3 28 27.8 27.6 27.4
RIV=Y A 26,803 119,702 97,150 95,612 93,583 91,768 89,984 88,287 86,658 85,274 83,520 81,862 80,259 78,556
% 1.4 4.5 4.1 4 4 3.9 3.9 3.8 3.8 3.7 3.7 3.6 3.6 3.5
RESEEIN 1,844 92,101 63,644 62,737 61,589 60,566 59,860 59,011 58,222 57,642 56,740 56,183 55,330 54,425
% 0.1 3.5 2.7 2.7 2.6 2.6 2.6 2.6 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.4
HF=F YV FA 48,637 60,416 59,505 59,078 58,502 57,901 57,227 56,511 55,754 54,744 54,024 53,177 52,313 51,397
% 2.5 2.3 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.4 2.4 2.4 2.4 2.3 2.3
DANEYON 22,843 34,630 33,430 33,093 32,673 32,287 32,045 31,717 31,328 30,975 30,743 30.415 29,916 29,376
% 1.2 1.3 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.3
EXAPN 93,370 22,897 10,385 10,040 9,637 10,125 9,930 9,883 9,743 10,291 10,139 9,915 9,736 9,529
% 4.9 0.9 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.4

v 3,839 7.044 8,205 8,209 8,267 8.358 8,420 8,491 8,512 8,545 8,582 8,570 8,558 8,536
% 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4
FAYN 62,116 3,783 3,465 3,520 3,554 3,645 3,704 3,788 3,818 4,215 4,357 4,500 4,519 4,518
3.3 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2

IAM=TA 6,928 3,312 2,652 2,636 2,604 2,569 2,554 2,537 2,540 2,496 2,497 2,480 2,426 2,359
% 0.4 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1

2Ol 4,255 29,410 25,001 25,418 25,394 24,568 27,010 28,426 31,016 35,002 40,048 45,514 49,654 53,489
% 0.2 1 1.1 1.1 1 1 1.1 1.2 1.3 1.5 1.7 2 2.2 2.5

) The year 1935, 1989 and 2000 : Population Census data.
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AFNCT VETHEEHZLZONENIBEE 2D 5,

X512, SRIOERFEIZEL T > L b-ETREME LTEFEEL D
GAEDD B MEEEHEIZS FETHIOBRIZS FETHENRTE RV EICX
D EEZPUSHFE L 2o 2 AT VY TRERICE W L3N TH D BR
WICXVBALTELITVZ, T7237-8TTAEALDDI0O%LL Vb &
BEBTE 2V, HENEHEAIIEIE SN TWDY, AKHIOZLHTRERR
R THo722 L b d ) BFHERDSTHITFONTVD LidVW T, Bk
FHEFNZEBUCREI L TIZ R WO TS PETWTRELTWA L ZWISTE R
Vo EOAETE 7240130 Y THEOE T EREOBBII45%IC b ko7 &
SZVbNTw5S,

4—2. KX MEAEFTHEEROFHEL

IR O A VED 2 VITIF R Z MR T 5729012, R MEEFFOH
B%& ) —2 A (Norkus 2013) @ [NV WA R Y277 K 7Y b
ToT] ZBEICTEDTBEL N,

J =7 213, 290IRtE T B H o 72 (state) ZHRRIZ, KA MIkpE
EFYEOHAE, KEIZHED, S ORHORFEE, KEIZHRDLISOBHO
BOARED 3 D DR % T (Norkus 2013: 13), KX MtEEREOL
REFRIZOWTHEMWIH 217> T b, HEERTERET, WG
%, BB REONISRE Y — v ZIBALT, Qv e—NY 7Y -
— & —B{ATR (BEREFELNTSRER, Fkéxay2=7), @7 x—
NY7 v 7YY= FxrERFER (FHMAMRER SV 3E), @k
LOEARTF (Buam, MEMER, HY Cx Ml otgcay 7, v
SAF, WEa—avN), ONA 7))y FEATR (EFREETER EHE
HEAREHZ+ THALOBARFRE, 19904FERAWEOHFE & XN F 2, 20104E LI
DRIV —, TARFAY V) OAFERPH L LT 5 (op. cit: 124), £
LT, UTOHRECL > THEEZGN L TVLDNE2TH S,
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i) Norkus (142-145) OFE%E b LIZHEZVBWARZ
¥) (a) RAMEERGCEOF M 0 - Mk, 1 -8, 2 -8k, 3 - ¥

(b) BUAZEDORE 0 —fRFH, 1 -L25o%EICE2REL 2 -TFT25
DFIZ L ZRIAL, 3 - IHHED i) — Mo E L ToRIAL

(c) MFLEHROBRE 0 -RABEOUH, 1 -F50 (REK) 808, 2 - BR
PORIMEI O, 3 — SRR AR YE

(d) HAHREFFEARER 1 -FRA MERRLEOWDO10EM THITE, 0
— [A) 104E [ C IR

(o) AHIREEAFH 1 - KA MLEFRLEOWDOL0EH TAIE, 0 -
[ 104 [ C JEhife 37

(f) SEEAREUREARTR 1 — 0 R AN A R BUA B A T 3104
W0 — LR R ARG AR B EA ERIILE L Tk n
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(o) EREATR 1 - TR AHSEREAR T RILY
0 — bk T AR AT A E R E AR T RICL R
(h) AHKRETSR 1 - ETRBEARHIAE R ETRIEY
0 — b T RBORAEHA A IR E R ICA R

LTuAiw

LTwaw

Norkus DB ZUTH L% 51X, TOEIPSF NETIIFH LD

WD REMEAAEEOERERE ZRHRNLEFLEHELELODD,
RAMEEERLEP SRR LOOH L HHEREIERAHOE LS %, %
72, 2OV E3EEIRVWZ, UNTETIETMET, AT EBUATEENR
BB by, HELIZBERITTH 7272070, TOHORBFERK
HETIHVEREEEET 2 L) REORICRDIT WE ) DA 5, 2T
FETIE, VHEEZHET S I L THHEEZZESE TV AEMINESR SR
bo OV THRZMAITELR VA, A7 7TRRE LML T Y 7 O
M BRRNT VS LI DD R 5,

4—3 ARELBUA

5 NETOBROHERRPZ WORHT > 7% [Fiflty 5 —] H%w
BT HOTVwL 0By R KITVI, LaL, Pk tzESbi
FET FET7TAOEREZEONT, RE2) XL OMWNEBIEITA ) T
BNb, Lo T, REICHANT, #BEe LTHRaRIChR ) RFEEHE
WEYD R, BEPERT L2 LI D AHTH S 20094 F TREMN N &
BERERHEB IR o T7zds, BFGEEREZICENZMEIL, 20114FEDEEET
BEBHEL TV D, BREENZ VO, MMedbE <, RIENRFRRE
AL LAERIHT, EBSTEivohtniontisbhb, KKH
EEKARALL, BUREIAREII R D E L%,

B3 Visu Latvijai | ([§XT%2 5 PET7O0I2]) 13, WESTHENI00%
7 PETEHMLE ERL TS, SROBEREEIINIETY 773
vEbwbh, 7 MNETHEOREIILEZD, BIEOFEFEIMLTESL LW
IRELD D, EBS, AT L, 7 NETTRASHERD Y, H
BIZEE, ZSHEABECENERAEIR INL T2 2) v M
HIFTVBEAB VD,
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Do
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Shh, TOROIIHELA /I N—Ya sl rFan—arzalET s
IO BHBLEALRTNTERAGED TN D, BES AT EV A BEED
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BEIIR->TL 57259, 2, JMETEOEMZEY HIHEE LTo
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NEELZPHBETHLHHESEI AL T2 vV EV AL 2 D0 DR
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