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Issues Concerning Preservation and Enhancement of

Modern Industrial Heritage in Japan
— A Case of Tomioka Silk Mill and Related Sites —

Namiko Yamauchi, Foreword by Toshiyuki Takahama

Abstract

The preservation and enhancement of modern industrial heritage is an emerging
field of study. This paper highlights several pressing issues particular to Japan in
this discipline through a case study on the Tomioka Silk Mill and related sites, which
have been nominated for inscription on UNESCO s World Heritage List in 2013.

The author brings into focus the problems of the protection of a Word Heritage Site
in the context of the current cultural heritage protection mechanism constituted with
existing laws and regulations. The paper also explores potential usage of this once

lively silk factory so that it continues magnetize all sorts of people.
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