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The Circumstances of Non-fiction Writing
in Japan After the 1980’s

Toru Takeda

Abstract
The Japanese society after the 1980"s became very complex and totally impossible
for conventional non-fiction authors to work on. In order to fill in this gap, novelists
and university researchers began to produce reports. In this thesis, an attempt is
made to discuss such trials which can be referred to as ‘literary journalism’, by re-
ferring to the works by Yasuo Tanaka, which captures the growth of the consumer
society, and “mobile phone novels” which are a collection of stories about those
who are at the bottom of the social strata from their own point of views. Also, this
thesis takes into considerations what has been achieved by ‘academic journalism’,
referring to the works by Furuichi Noritoshi who argues about the increasing tenden-
cy of mutual dependencies among the younger generation, and finally by Hiroshi
Kainuma who addresses the issues of internal colonization found especially charac-

teristic in the nuclear power plant areas.

Keywords : non-fiction, literary journalism, academic journalism, Chicago school

(sociology), mobile phone novel
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