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Economic and Political Analysis of the Policies
under the Obama Administration (4)
—President Obama’s Philosophy and the 2012 Presidential Election—

Makoto Sakai

Abstract

This report analyses both President Barack Obama’s economic philosophy and the
important policies during his first term in office. We can possibly recognize that
President Obama realized his principal election pledges made in 2008, such as
health care reform and financial regulatory reform, although neither reform has
been necessarily popular with the U.S. citizens. The United States is said to be so
much divided reflected by the polarized Congress. We can see the polarization in
the contrast of economic philosophy between President Obama and Mitt Romney,
the Republican candidate for president in the 2012 election, which reflects the seri-
ous discord between the two major parties regarding issues such as the federal
budget. It seems very important whether the majority of Americans properly regard
President Obama as one who, in his first term, honestly performed what he
pledged before the previous presidential election.
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