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The white net curtains moved slightly in the breeze coming through the

inch or two of open window, opened at such cost, with such tuggings and
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- pullings, never again to be satisfactorily closed. Such was the price she
paid, these days, for a bit of fresh air. When the wind snaked through in
- the winter she’d have to fill the crack up with newspaper where it would rot

and discolour and be disgusting to remove in the following spring. (7)
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There had never béen any telling when this vision of her own mortality
would strike. If anything, she had it worst when she was happy. She
remembered particularly the day Stanley had said he loved her and asked
her to marry him and her happiness — such a physical ache of pleasure —
had been pierced by a terror so ac‘ute,tha't she had clung to him and cried.

- He had been amused. She couldn’t make him see how happiness was so
near tragedy, she couldn’t tell him how afraid it made her. (188)
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‘The memory of how cruel they [her family] had all been to her could still
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In all of [her novels] she is preoccupied with human relationships or, to
put it more precisely, with the impact of one person on another, with the
possibility — or impossibility — of any real change in someone’s character
and out-look on life through emotional involvement with someone else.
(Sambrook 316)
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Watching the chubby hands grasp the flowers and the frown of concen-
tration on the small face as the child tried to pick them, Mrs Pendlebury
smiled. She liked them that age, just learning to do everything and yet
babyish enough to cuddle and cradle in your arms. (19)
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Lying in bed looking at Mrs Pendlebury’s flowers and reading the mes-
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sage Alice thought how they meant nothing at all to her. ‘Hoping these can
‘say what words cannot’? Well, no, they couldn’t. They said nothing at all
to her. She felt a hardening in her attitude towards Mrs P. which she knew

was unfair but which was real all the same. (206)
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‘Stop it!” said Stanley, almost growling with anger. ‘Do you hear me?
Now shut your mouth, I want no more of that talk, it's wicked and danger-
ous. I don’t know what idea you’ve got into your head but you can get it
out, now.’ (244) |
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Stanley was more embarrassed than he had ever been in his entire life.
This young woman had got carried away, there was no mistake about
that.... She was scarlet in the face, half crying, and talking all this stuff
about loving Rose — he didn’t know which way to look.... he wished there
was a man about to handle her. (272)
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All her life, she would live with the loss of the only person ever to like
her better than she liked herself, the only person willing and able to make
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her see her fellow humans as friendly and giving. The girl, Alice, had been
a blessing, but she was not a saint. It was only natural that she never want-
ed to see her again.... There would be no reprieve. The justice of it pleaded
her — she pleaded guilty and there was no reprieve.

As she got into Elsie and George’s car, a sound stopped her — the sound
of a very young baby crying. Rose looked up and saw the curtain move at
the first-floor window and Alice in a dressing-gown appear in front of it,
holding a bundle. The room behind her was brilliantly lit. She knew, from
long practice, how little the person standing there could see. Hesitantly, she |
raised a hand and blew a kiss to the child she had not even realized existed.
For a moment she waited, but there was no answering salution. Humbly,

she got in the car. It-was no more than she deserved.

‘I’'m sure,” Alice said, turning away from the window with her ten-day-
old son, ‘I’m sure I saw Mrs Pendlebury getting into a car. Do you think
the baby will make any difference? Do you know what I’'m going to do?

- Tomorrow I’m going to go round and knock on the door and act as though -
nothing had happened and show him to her. That’s what I'm going to
do.’(284-5) | .
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- Let no one say nothing has changed, that women have it as bad as ever....
for a woman is better now, even if it is still not as good as it could be. To
forget or deny that is an insult to the women who have gone before, women
like my grandmother and mother. (307)
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