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Summary

Plant materials of the flower borders in the central garden of Keisen College
of Horticulture were observed in late May over 17 years, from 1987 to 2003. All
plant materials were intended to bloom for Play Day, the open campus day, which
is held every year on the last Saturday of May. The borders consist of two sections:
a perennial plant border and an annual plant border. Plant materials in the two
borders over the 17 years included 97 genera, 145 species and 254 species and
cultivars. 14 plants were used every year for 17 years, 7 were used for 16 years, 5
for 15 years, and 4 for 14 years. The number of plants used in the perennial border
each year varied from 38 in 1991 to 56 in 2002. The number used in the annual
border ranged from 21 in 1991, 1994, and 1999 to 27 in 1998 and 2002.

During planting, plant height, flower and leaf colors, the shape of
inflorescences and flowers, and leaf structure were taken in consideration for
each plant. Tall plants were usually placed in the back, and short ones in front,
but in some cases tall plants were placed in the middle instead to avoid mannerism.
Flower colors used were mainly soft tones of blue, purple, pink and white. Vivid
color flowers were used in small spaces as accents.

To insure a flowering time in late May, several different adjustments of
cultivation were use. Hardy annuals and perennials were planted in the border in
Novemver, while half-hardies were kept in a cool plastic film house and planted
in April. Some other plants, which naturally flower later than the late May, were
grown in greenhouse to accelerate flowering and then planted just before Play
Day.
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17 Acanthus mollis Antirrhinum majus
Anchusa azurea Calendula officinalis
Aquilegia 'Mckanas Giant' Lychnis coeli-rosa
Campanula medium
Chrysanthemum frutescens
Chrysanthemum frutescens var. chrysaster
Dianthus barbatus ’
Digitalis purpurea
Malva sylvestris var. mauritiana
Pelargonium domesticum Hula'
Verbena tenera
16 Gazania splendens Agrostemma gothago
Nierembergia frutescens Centaurea cyanus
Penstemon cobaea Chrysanthemum parthenium
Stachys lanata
15 Coreopsis 'Sunray'
Delphinium hybrids Pacific Hybrids'
Felicia ameloides
Lupinus polyphyllus
Rudbeckia laciniata
14 Echium vulgare Blue Bedder' Chrysanthemum multicaule
Heliotropium arborescens Papaver rhoeas 'Shirley Double Mix.
13 Alchemilla mollis Anchusa capensis 'Blue Charm'
Astilbe x aredsii Hesperis matronalis
Dianthus plumarius
Potentilla recta
12 Althaea rosea Chrysanthemum paludosum 'North Pole'
Myosotis alpestris 'Dwarf Blue'
Nigella damascena 'Persian Jewel
11 Chrysanthemum carinatum 'Merry Mix'
Eschscholtzia californica
10 Gaura lindheimery




