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Significance of Adult Education at a College Farm
(1) The Farming Preparatory School

Satoshi FUJITA
Summary

In the five years from 1996 through 2000, a farming preparatory school was held
at the farm of Keisen College of Horticulture, as part of the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Forestry, and Fisheries’IJU-turn program to promote farm work. During this
time, a total of more than 340 working adults, mostly people employed in cities,
participated in the program. As a result of our college farm opening a farm prepa-
ratory school, the author gained the following understanding and appreciation of
the educational significance and effects of a college farm focused mainly on adult
education.

1. Over the 5 years, the number of applicants was about 1.3 times that of the
number of places, indicating the high level of latent interest among working
people in farming and horticulture. This reflects the so-called post-retirement
“back-to-the-land” boom.

2. In short-term courses such as at our farming preparatory school, vegetables
with which the entire process, from preparing the fields and sowing seeds to
harvest and shipment, can be experienced in about 30days are effective teach-
ing materials.

3. The educational effect of practical instruction differs according to the type of
teaching material and level of farming experience of students. Thus, investiga-
tions into more efficient teaching methods are needed.

4. The extremely motivated attitude of adult students to the lectures and practical
training was a positive stimulus for the regular students and faculty at our col-
lege, which led to invigoration of our school’s farming education.

5. The practical training, through mutual cooperation in the physical labor among
the students, awakened a sense of camaraderie that extended beyond age and
type of occupation, and a network for farming employment was created.

6. During these five years, seven of the students actually took up farming work,
and more than 50% desired such work. The number of farmers may therefore
increase in the future. However, problems such as the instability of the life,
difficulty in finding farm laborers, and insufficiently developed farming skills
were found to be barriers to taking up farming.
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