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Socia Construction of the Idea of ‘Non-fiction’
in Japanese Literal History

Toru Takeda

Abstract

The attempt is made in this thesis to research how the word ‘non-fiction’ came
to be used in Japan to indicate bodies of work which are not fiction and to specifi-
caly point to works of reportage.

Science and technological advancement has allowed us to imagine a vivid and
exciting world beyond the given worlds previously described by literary authors.
The genre of ‘non-fiction’ has emerged from this historical background and refers
to works more closely related to the real world compared to the works of fiction.

Againgt this background, The Compelete Works of World Non-Fiction were pub-
lished by Chikuma Shobo between 1960-64 in fifty volumes as the first attempt in
publishing non-fiction titles in Japan.

In this thesis, the editorial policy and notes at the end of each volume of this
Complete Works will be analyzed as first hand material to show us the views on
‘non-fiction’ at that time.
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