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SRR R | B T
) S b g | wAp | TR TOM
EEN 1996 15.4 6.3 6.1 8.7 6.4 36.5
2004 18.0 6.4 3.7 11.3 4.0 36.9
TA)A 1994 15.6 10.6 2.3 11.6 7.5 37.0
2003 15.6 10.2 2.6 12.0 6.5 36.7
A4 F1) R 1995 19.5 10.8 2.2 15.4 7.9 45.0
2004 21.2 10.3 1.8 13.4 7.6 44.0
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77 VR 1995 23.6 13.6 3.2 17.9 9.7 54.4
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A 1 — 1995 27.2 16.7 4.0 20. 6 15.3 67.1
it 2004 27.7 16.5 3.1 18.0 7.8 56.7
GE) [ REE) &, B - 0075 & OF A RRIES: & o 7B 5 L BT RATAO R 0

Wb DDA,
- RS &, BIHABREDA O SN (EE KERIES) .
c[Zofi] ZFEAE, BHEA Ry b)), filhes L,
HAT - A AR (www.mof.go.jp/shukei/shiryou/, 20064£11H14H)
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HET [NELVWEARTR] L) HEEIPRL, P, 2%, AERE
w2 AMfEE E R T, W L TRHERER &SRR 2 WAz S
B2 HMAWTHRE] LI FZHET B L7z, BN HIETERGIE
kIR, REEBOR B ST, Wtk oERIFHERFTH Y,
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19744F | 844F | 874 | 884F 894F: 954F 994F 20074
% % % % | % i) | % OiM) | % i) | % i)
10] 10.5] 10.5 10 [10(~300) [10(~330) [10(~330) |5 (~195)

i 12 12 12 20 {20 (~600) [20(~900) [20(~900) [10(~330)

14 14 16 30 [30(~ 1,000){30(~ 1,800)|30(~ 1,800) |20 (~695)

16 17 20 40 40(~ 2, 000)[40(~ 3,000)[37( 1,800~) (23 (~900)

18 21 25 50 [50(2,000~)[50( 3, 000~) 33(~1,800)

21 25 30 60 40(1,800~)

N

46 60

50 65

55 70

60

65

70

75
HERBOREBE | 18% | 18%| 18%| 16% 15% 15% 13% 10%
ERBEADER]| 93%| 88%| 78% | 76% 65% 65% 50% 50%
I B G | Gi)
ITESY N 19 15 12 6 5 5 4 6
[, fERBi] (131 | (41| [14] [7] [3] [3] [3] [1]

() 19744, 84412 O W TIZIRERHIBRASD 5o
AT - M EAER (1146)

HAOBEEBHROZLZ W O0H 2 L, 19834 F T75%72 - 72 ik FiiT s
BEAIL, 844F, 874F, 894, 99EIZHIE TIFHMN, 31%F TR T L7z, ¥—
ZICHRT, PRLZZEICR D, 2O, ERBEAEDERERE
X, 93%74550% & T L7zo 20074670 & I T B I1340% & 72 o 72
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Ey/TR 40. 69 40.75 39.78 | 33.33| 30.00| 33.00| 27.50
I BLEAB(EB) | 27.89 31.91 21.57 | 33.33| 30.00| 33.00| 25.00

W - MEBE R (E46)
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Japan’s Current Economic Policies
and Income Inequality, Common

to Those of the United States

Makoto Sakai

This report analyses characteristics of Japan’s economic policies based
on contemporary economic liberalism and complements what I ex-
pressed in Current U.S. economic policies and inequality — criticism on
policies grounded on economic liberalism published in May 2007.

A series of economic policies conducted by the Koizumi cabinet early in
this decade were modeled on those of the G. W. Bush administration in
the U.S.A. We can possibly find characteristics common to both of these
leaders, such as indifference to the widening economic gap among the
people and strong interest in tax reduction for the wealthy.

In Japan like the U.S.A., the relative poverty rate, measured for exam-
ple by using the 50% median disposable income threshold, has gone up
so high compared to other OECD countries that we might recognize
economic inequality as possibly one of the most important political is-
sues. When we think of the current political situation in which the idea
of “small government” inherited from the Koizumi cabinet is still re-
garded as the supreme wisdom, it seems hard to expect policies such as
promoting the welfare of the people particularly around and below the
middle class to be developed.

It might be wise to say, however, that we should struggle to make Ja-
pan’s economic and welfare system more moderate in order to develop

our common interest including the well-being of, and a safety net for,
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the people living and working in the current competitive world. Such a
system in Japan that puts a considerable esteem in the confidence of
the market mechanism as well as the idea of the welfare state will prob-
ably hold to the middle course between the U.S.A. and European coun-

tries.
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