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Since this Organisation was founded, States have generally sought
to deal with threats to the peace through containment and
deterrence, by a system based on collective security and the United
Nations Charter.

Article 51 of the Charter prescribes that all States, if attacked, re-
tain the inherent right of self-defense. But until now it has been
understood that when States go beyond that, and decide to use
force to deal with broader threats to international peace and secu-
rity, they need the unique legitimacy provided by the United
Nations.

Now, some say this understanding is no longer tenable, since an
“armed attack” with weapons of mass destruction could be
launched at any time, without warning, or by a clandestine group.
Rather than wait for that to happen, they argue, States have the
right and obligation to use force pre—emptively, even on the
territory of other States, and even while weapons systems that
might be used to attack them are still being developed.

The Council needs to consider how it will deal with the possibility

that individual States may use force “pre—emptively” against
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perceived threats.

Its members may need to begin a discussion on the criteria for an
early authorisation of coercive measures to address certain types of
threats — for instance, terrorist groups armed with weapons of
mass destruction.
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JE T3 “Clearly, a seat for India would make the body more
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representative and democratic — more so than, say, a seat for
Japan or Germany, two of the other perennial candidates.”* 7o T
Wb,

Indeed, in my report I also suggested that this Assembly itself
needs to be strengthened, and that the role of the Economic and
Social Council — and the role of the United Nations as a whole in
economic and social affairs, including its relationship to the
Bretton Woods institutions —needs to be re—thought and reinvigor-
ated.

20024¢ 8 H12H ¥ @ International Herald Tribune [2EAH#iH D 2 5
LD OARDIZEER & OME C “Japan found itself merely an auto-
matic teller machine, one that needed a kick before dispensing the
cash” & LT W7 LA L T,
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I even suggested that the role of the Trusteeship Council could be

reviewed, in light of new kinds of responsibility that you have
given to the United Nations in recent years. In short,
Excellencies, I believe the time is ripe for a hard lock at
fundamental policy issues, and at the structural changes that may
be needed in order to strengthen them. History is a harsh judge:

it will not forgive us if we let this moment pass.



