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A Report on the Keisen University Tama campus Open Garden,
2014-2017

KIKUCHI Makie, KIMIZUKA Aki, MARUYAMA Mika, SAWANOBORI Sanae

Abstract

The Keisen University gardens are organized around the concepts of eco-
friendliness, growing plants from seeds, the importance of reflecting the
four seasons of Japan, and gardens for people and all creatures. In previous
experiments, we demonstrated that these concepts are viable, and studied
techniques for using perennial plants to achieve low-maintenance gardening, with
a reduced environmental footprint. As a proof of concept, we organized a series
of public, Open Garden events. This report summarizes our findings from eleven
events, held between March 2014 and March 2017, with a view towards the future
of Open Gardens. We discuss the concept of the Open Garden, and how it can be
an important part of a sustainable society, serving to connect people, universities,

and local communities.
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