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Edmund Burke’s Criticism of Paradoxical Philosophy
in His Vindication of Natural Society

Toshiyuki Takahama

Abstract

Edmund Burke’s Vindication of Natural Society, which contained fierce criticisms
on political society, was published in 1756, two years after the release of late Lord
Bolingbroke’s Philosophical Works. Burke allegedly stated in “Advertisement” that
the book had been written by Bolingbroke in his later years. Some readers who took
the statement at face value, incorrectly understood that it was actually written by
Bolingbroke to posthumously announce his anarchist creed. This misunderstanding
led Burke to avow his authorship and his ironic intention in “Preface”, which was
added to the second edition of Vindication in 1757. Despite his avowal, the book has
undergone different interpretations. This article reads the book as a ironic parody
consistent with Burke’s avowal in “Preface,” and aims to clarify his intention of crit-
icizing the paradoxes he discerned in Bolingbroke’s philosophy. Afterward, in the two
book reviews he contributed to The Annual Register in 1759 and 1762, Burke shifted

the target of his criticism from Bolingbroke’s paradoxes to Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s.
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