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Muslim Women and the Personal Law in India
Keiko Sugiyama

This paper examines religious personal laws or non-state laws in India, especially
the Muslim personal law. The Supreme Court has recently given its verdict on a set of
cases that challenged the patriarchal practice of the community as well as the law,
which was judged unconstitutional. The importance of the ruling is that it has opened
the way for Muslims to discuss further not only how the personal law can be changed,
but how multi-religious societies can construct accommodative arrangements that can

be effected for cultural diversity and women'’s justice.
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