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Searching for Fusion between Socialism and
Christianity---Vida Dutton Scudder: Life as
College Professor, Social Activist and Scholar

Keiko Sugiyama

Abstract

Vida Dutton Scudder was born in India, a daughter of a Congregational missionary.
Focusing on her autobiographical writings and on her scholarly works, I will argue
that her effort to reconcile newly-arrived ideals of socialism and Christianity and her
quest for commitment to social justice represent the intellectual response amidst eco-
nomic and social changes in the late 19t century America. Her inner thoughts and the
progression of her religious awareness reached the conclusion assigning individual
responsibility for the awakening of Christian social conscience for a vision of better
world. She was able to harmonize a radical social thought and conservative religious
undertaking. This study hopes to widen our understanding of America, and her diffi-
culty both in undertaking any radical change in social system and her realization of

social democratic ideals.
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