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D.—You neglect... the immence difference between the significance of
perception for Tal Coat and its significance of perception for the great
majority of his predecessors, apprehending as artists with the same
utilitarian servility as in a traffic jam and improving the result with a
lick of Euclidian geometry. The global perception of Tal Coat is dis-
interested, comitted neither to truth nor to beauty, twin tyrannies of

nature.?
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Monday morning, the boy was walking to school. He was in the com-
pany of another boy, the two boys passing a bag of potato chips back and
forth between them....

At an intersection, without looking the birthday boy stepped off the
curb, and was promptly knocked down by a car. He fell on his side, his
head in the gutter, his legs in the road moving as if he were climbing a
wall.

The other boy stood holding the potato chips. He was wondering if he
should finish the rest or continue on to school.

The birthday boy did not cry. But neither did he wish to talk anymore.
He would not answer when the other boy asked what it felt like to be hit

by a car. The birthday boy got up and turned back for home,...3
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The mother went to the window and looked out at the parking lot. Cars
with their lights on were driving in and out. She stood at the window with
her hands on the sill. She was talking to herself like this. We’re into

something now, something hard.
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She was afraid. |
She saw a car stop and a woman in a long coat get into it. She made
believe she was that woman. She made believe she was driving away

from here to someplace else.*
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It was only just now, near the base of the escalator, as I watched my left
hand automatically take hold of the paperback and the CVS bag together,
that I consolidated the tiny understanding I had almost had fifteen minutes
before.... Under microscopy, even insignificant perceptions like this one
are almost always revealed to be more incremental than you later tempted
to present them as being. It would have been less cumbersome in the
account I am giving here of a specific lunch hour several years ago, to
have pretended that the bag thought had come to me complete and “all at
once” at the foot of the up escalator but the truth was that it was only the
latest in a fairly long sequence of partially forgotten, inarticulable experi-
ences finally now reaching a point that I paid attention to it for the first

time.>
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Perhaps history this century, thought Eigenvalue, is rippled with gathers
in its fabric such that if we are situated.... at the bottom of a fold, it’s pos-
sible to determine warp, woof or pattern anywhere else. By virtue, howev-
er, of exising in one gather it is assumed there are others compartmented
off into sinuous cycles each of which come to assume greater importance
than weave itself and destroy any continuity... We are accordingly lost to
any sense of a continuous tradition. Perhaps if we lived on a crest, things
would be different. We could at least see.?
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Cobuild English Learner’s Dictionary Tl void * Z 9 E# L T\ 4 Void is a
situation or state of affairs which seems empty because it has no interest,
excitement, or value.C.OX &Y (&) 2RKBL L) ET5EMREBILOHR
WKL CEBEEZ DL, flifEHL0D, FETICEFOYEER ST L) £FH
bOLLTHEYW (B) 288L., BHL TV, TLTEWNRIZETELETE
WL, MBIMEZDEIVHD o TVbE, ZLTEORIEHOEIIE > TE
TODDIPEDEHEENDEIREL b TN [FEFTARELKIL] TOEMTH 5,
7=V rDER [RZ] IZZDRTICET 5. LPLXTy POV [HEZE
L HARY (B) 2ERKRTLIEMREIRBATIERL, XERZEISELY
() bbb, LPLEMRELTKBRITLZ2ELZHOLNLEETH 5,
(The expression that there is nothing to express, nothing with which to express,
nothing from which to express, no power to express, no desire to express,
together with the obligation to express.)
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And deep down it was all the same to me whether I sucked a different
stone each time or always the same stone, until the end of time

For they all tasted exactly the same. And if I had collected sixteen, it was
not in order to ballast myself in sucn and such a way, or to suck them turn
about, but simply to have a little store, so as never to be without. But deep
down I didn’t give a fiddler’s curse about being without, when they were
all gone they would be all gone, I wouldn’t be any the worse off, or hardly
any. And the solution to which I rallied in the end was to throw away all
the stones but one, which I kept now in one pocket, now in another, and
which of course I soon lost, or threw away, or gave away, or swallowed’
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after she had finished her plain donut, and had frisked the crumbs from her
fingertips into the piece of plastic wrap in around the crumbs until 1t
formed a neat whitish pellet, and had thrown the pellet out, she would
unlock her desk and remove her stapler, her While You Were Out pad
(these tended to disappear if you didn’t hide them), and the date-stamper
from her meticulously arranged central drawer, placing any extra packets
of sweetener that the deli had thrown in with her coffee into a special par-
‘tition in the drawer that contained nothing but sweetener packets. And
then she would advance the rubber belt of the date-stamper by a single
digit,...10
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... the room, I saw the room but darkly at each fresh inspection it seemed
changed, and that is known as seeing darkly, in the present state of our
knowledge. The boughs themselves seemed to shift as though endowed
with an orvital velocity of their own, and in the big frosted window the
door was no longer inscribe so that there now appeared within its frame a
panel when I moved. But that there were natural causes to all these things
I am willling to concede, for the resources of nature are infinite apparently.
It was I who was not natural enough to enter into that order of things, and
appreciate its niceties!!
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This strange instrument (the knife rest) I think I still have somewhere, for I
could never bring myself to sell it, even in my worst need, for I could
never understand what possible purpose it could serve, nor even contrive
the faintest hypothesis on the subject. And from time to time I took it
from my pocket and gazed upon it, with an astonished and affectionate
gaze, if [ had not been in capable of affection. But for a certain time I
think it inspired me with a kind of veneration, for there was no doubt in
my mind that it was not an object of virtu, but that it had a most specific
function always to be hidden from me. I could therefore puzzle over it
endlessly without the least risk. For to know nothing is nothing, not to
want to know anything likewise, but to be beyond knowing anything, to
know you are beyond knowing anything, that is when peace enters in, to
the soul of the incurious seeker.!?
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