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“It may be, I say it may be, that the Jews are once more called to
make an utterance to mankind, to manifest, for a new age, a new ho-
liness and a new divinity. Our ancient wisdom is stirred to speech.

We have seen and suffered the sign of world change. Because we are
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homeless, because we are outcasts, beggars, nomads, victims, we are

called to witness, to represent the state of man upon the planet. (166)
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Survivors from those camps tell us that they feel terrible guilt
and shame...so much so that some of them committed suicide just af-
ter being liberated, and some did so many years later....How are we to
judge even those who quietly, readily gave in, co-operated, became the
tormentors of their fellows? And even the courageous ones, the pure
ones who at risk to themselves gave aid and comfort to others, can
say later that they might have done more, and will think all their
lives of some small good act which they failed to perform. (498-499)
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You know, Alfred, you have played a part too—you took me
away from Red Cottage, you led me to Pat. Then you forced me to
make some final attempt to collect all my thoughts together, you
taught me my thoughts, all my old thoughts, you rehearsed them and
set them in order as it were pointing toward the hidden conclusion

which you wanted me to reach. (342)
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