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An Analysis of the American Conservative Movement (1):
From the Perspective of a Group Ousted from the Movement

Tomoyasu Urushibata

Abstract

This article analyses the conservative movement in the United States from the
standpoint of the paleoconservatives, pushed out in the eighties by the movement’s
leaders, who at that point already included neoconservatives. They proudly labeled
themselves “paleo” in order to show both their commitment to the Old Right tradi-
tion, pre-National Review, as well as their defiance of the “neo” conservatives,
late-comers to the movement. They aligned themselves with paleolibertarians, who
had been themselves marginalized from the mainstream libertarian movement;
shared beliefs included foreign policy non-interventionism, anti-statism, and respect
for Western, Judeo-Christian traditions. Some paleoconservative scholars have re-
examined more orthodox interpretations of the conservative movement’s history in
order to understand what went wrong and discover other traditions which might
have been dismissed as heresies. This article is a first step in investigating the pos-
sibilities and limits of these efforts, in search of new directions in studying the
conservative movement in the United States.
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