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Domenico Ghirlandaio’ s Double-sided Altarpiece
of Santa Maria Novella, Florence, during the 16th
Century Giorgio Vasari Church Renovation

Takuma Ito

Abstract
The altarpiece Domenico Ghirlandaio’ s workshop created for the high altar of Santa
Maria Novella, Florence, at the end of 15th century was a freestanding structure
with both sides painted. In the 1560’ s the church interior underwent a radical modi-
fication under the direction of Giorgio Vasari, who had been appointed by the Duke
Cosimo I de’ Medici. The renovation altered the original space around the high al-
tar, and the altarpiece assumed new functions. This essay focuses on Vasari’ s adop-
tion of the double-sided structure in various churches, including his attempt to rein-
terpret the Santa Maria Novella altarpiece as a spatial division between friars and lay

worshippers.

Keywords : Domenico Ghirlandaio, Giorgio Vasari, Baccio d’Agnolo, Santa Maria
Novella (Florence), Santissima Annunziata (Florence), Filippino Lip-

pi, Pietro Perugino, Santa Maria della Pieve (Arezzo), Santa Croce
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