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Study on plant material of annual borders and autumn
perennial borders, and their flowering period at the
Royal Horticultural Society's Garden at Wisley

Goro NISHIMURA
Keisen Jogakuen Junior College, 1436 Sannomiya, Isehara, Kanagawa 259-1103
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Plant material and results
1. Annual border

Plant materials of the annual border and their flowering periods were observed at
the Royal Horticultural Society's Garden at Wisley. The annual border was a double
border, which consisted of a hardy annual border and a half hardy annual border.
The hardy annual border consisted of 52 species or varieties and the half hardy
annual border consisted of 48.

Seeds of hardy annuals were sown directly in the border bed from 19 to 23 April
in 1993. Seeds of half hardy annuals were sown from January to March in the green
house. The temperature was kept at 10'TC minimum until the seedlings were
planted out on the border bed from 1 to 5 June. The maps of both borders are shown
in Fig.1 and 2. Flowering was observed every week from 29 June to 5 October.
Flowering period is shown in Table 2. Plant height was measured at the time of full
bloom. All plants were removed from beds on 12 October.

2. Autumn perennial border

Plant material of autumn perennial borders and their flowering period were
observed. The autumn perennial border was a double border, each of which was
29m long and 5m wide. The two borders consisted of 62 and 56 species or varieties
each. The maps of both borders were shown in Fig. 3 and 4. Flowering was observed
from 20 July to 17 November in 1993. There was a heavy frost for 4 days from 15
to 19 October, and many flowers were severely damaged.

The mean monthly maximum and minimum temperature in 1993 is shown in
Table 1. Scientific names of plants were confirmed by [The RHS Plant Finder

1997-1998, D.K.| . The author thanks to Mr. Andy Hart, Supervisor of the
Floral Department at the Royal Horticultural Society's Garden at Wisley.

Table 1. Mean monthly maximum and minimum temperature at the Wisley Garden in 1993

March  April May June July  August September October

1993

mean maximum 11.6C 144 17.5 21.3 20.9 21.1 17.0
mean minimum 1.1 5.1 6.6 10.4 11.5 9.8 8.1

13.0
5.7
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