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(~) hedging % “A Dictionary of Stylistics” A~ ¢ 4J°
hedging : hedge
= In discourse analysis and speech act theory hedging is the qualification and toning — down of utterances or
statements, so common in mcmm,nw and writing, by clauses, adverbials, etc. in order to reduce the riskiness of what
one says.
example:

Loosely Speaking, a telephone is a piece of furniture.
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