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Looking back on the Punjabi Suba 50 Years in India
Keiko Sugiyama

Half a century has already passed since the idea of a Punjabi-speaking State (or
Punjabi Suba) came into existence in 1966. The real cause for the demand for the
creation of a unilingual state came after the failure of the regional political party
called Akali Dal to secure constitutional safeguards for the Sikh minority community
in the new Constitution. Initially, it was rejected by the central leadership due to the
territorial, as well as, political considerations after the Independence/Partition of In-
dia. But a new environment changed everything. The Sikhs have at last become the
majority in the State and the linguistic achievement coincided with an economic event
of far-reaching implications for the various state lives. Then, wasn’t there a setback ?

This paper aims at exploring the society in the context of the state matter.
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