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Domestic Work and ILO-C189 in Vietnam
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The ILO passed a domestic workers treaty in 2011, currently ratified by 22 coun-
tries. ILO-C189, known as the Domestic Workers Treaty, recognises the protection
and rights of workers and the guarantees human rights to domestic workers (DW).
There is many DWs in Asia, especially in Vietnam; there are also many DWs in urban
areas and migrant DWs in Taiwan and other countries. Our field survey in 2015 found
that the new labor law in 2012 recognised DWs as workers, and the Vietnamese Gov-

ernment will consider ratifying of the ILO-C189 as part of a five-year plan. The Viet-
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nam Women's Union has undertaken the training of DWs. of Labour-Invalids and
Social Affairs recognised problems specific to DWs such as abuse, violence, and con-
tract issues, no official view has been taken. The of Overseas Labour acknowledges
the abuse of overseas DWs and the need to stop the flow of Vietnamese DWs into
Taiwan. Although DWs are forced to work for household cash income, they aren’t
familiar with the new labor law. This field research shows the divergence of law, the

actual situation, and government policies.
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